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CELEBRATING ST. JOSEPH

By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

Prayer cards, a coloring book for 
children, a self-guided pilgrimage, cat-
echetical presentations, articles in The 
Catholic Commentator, shows to be 
aired on Catholic Life Television and 
one-minute spots on Catholic Commu-
nity Radio are some of what is planned 
as the Diocese of Baton Rouge cel-
ebrates its 60th anniversary simulta-
neously with the Year of St. Joseph, its 
patron saint.

The theme of the year will be “60 
Years in the Year of St Joseph,” Episco-
pal Vicar Father Jamin David said.

In an apostolic letter Pope Francis 

proclaimed a Year of St. Joseph to begin 
Dec. 8. The year 2021 also marks the 
150th anniversary when Blessed Pope 
Pius IX declared St. Joseph the patron 
saint of the universe.

Father David said because of CO-
VID-19 considerations “not too many of 
us could get our act together that quick-

ly” to start the year Dec. 8.
“Because we are also celebrating the 

60th anniversary of the diocese in 2021 
we decided to celebrate the two things 
together,” he said, adding the joint cel-
ebrations will begin May 1, which is the 
feast day of St. Joseph the Worker, and 
conclude St. Joseph Day, March 19.

“St. Joseph tends to be the quiet 
type,” Father David said. “You don’t 
hear much about him; he is sort of on 
the sideline (but) we know he is there. 

“If we can learn a little bit more 
about the virtues he has enumerated 
in the Scriptures, perhaps we can learn 
to be more like him: obedient, faithful, 
patient, all of those different virtues we 
think about with St. Joseph.”

A planning committee comprised 
of representatives of all of the six dioc-
esan secretariats has planned numer-
ous activities, beginning with prayer 
cards featuring the diocesan logo and 
a Scripture verse scheduled to be dis-
tributed to all churches and institutions 
by late April or early May so people can 
begin praying for the intercession of St. 
Joseph, not only in their own lives but 
in the life of the diocese as well, Father 
David said.

Catechetical presentations will be 
plentiful, spiritually enriching and ac-
cessible across a variety of platforms. 
Potential topics include what is a dio-
cese, what is a papal bull, the architec-
tural explanation of a cathedral, why 
St. Joseph in the patron saint for the 
diocese, a series exploring the roots of 
churches named in honor of St. Joseph 
in the diocese and catechetical points/
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Easter Sunday ‘only the beginning’

Diocese
also marks
anniversary

By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

Lenten sacrifices have come 
and gone and the final dyed Easter 
egg devoured.

So what’s next? Is it simply a 
time of slipping back in the ordi-
nary when it comes to attending 
Mass. 

Hardly.
The Easter season is a lived 

experience in which people “care, 
share and dare” in proclaiming the 
Gospel message, said Father Tat 
Hoang CSsR, pastor of St. Gerard 
Majella Church in Baton Rouge.

“Easter Sunday is only the be-
ginning,” beamed Father Hoang.

He exuded joy as he talked 
about the 50-day season as a time 
to join in the passion of the early 
apostles as they witnessed the ris-
en Lord.

Noting that Lent is a good time 
to lay the foundation for a joyful 
Easter season, Father Hoang said 
he woke up at 5:30 a.m. and wrote 
reflections and a “question of the 
day” and shared them through 
emails and social media. He con-
versed with people around the Di-
ocese of Baton Rouge and beyond 
and witnessed conversions, seeds 
planted. 

Now people are being invited to 
join various ministries at St. Ge-
rard to keep that momentum going 

and build a sense of community.
Father Hoang also fosters the 

importance of spiritual evangeli-
zation.

“People are not only hungry for 
the word of God but for the real, 
true joy of the message,” said Fa-
ther Hoang.

He pointed out some are blocked 
from living out the Easter message 
from laziness, fear, anger, resent-
ment or seeing the glass “half emp-
ty.” They may also be afraid of God 
and think he condemns them.

“When he sees someone coming 
to church, I believe he says, ‘Why 
don’t you come back?’ He is very 
grateful,” said Father Hoang.

FAMILY BUSINESS – Erin and Michael Franco dis-
cuss a project they are working on for their busi-
ness Red Stick Visual Solutions. For the complete 
story, please turn to page 5.  Photo by Debbie Shelley | 
The Catholic Commentator
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“O Mary! we crown thee  
with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels,  

Queen of the May, 
O Mary! we crown thee  

with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels,  
Queen of the May.”

This refrain, from the traditional 
May crowing hymn “Bring Flowers 
of the Rarest” rings out while usu-
ally young girls in dresses place a 
crown of flowers on the head of a 
statue of the Blessed Mother. This 
is one of the ceremonies, 
devotions and prayers 
that honor Mary as 
the mother of Jesus 
during the month of 
May.

 “Why May?” 
you may ask.

Many believe 
May was chosen 
because it is the 
height of spring. 
Flowers are 
blooming and 
trees are filling 
their branches 
with leaves. 

This new be-
ginning and new 
birth in nature 
reminds Catho-
lics of the life Mary 
gave to Jesus. With-
out Mary giving birth 
to Jesus, all the events 
that followed: Jesus’ 
life, death and resurrection 
wouldn’t have happened. So, it’s 
an ideal time to honor the woman 
who gave life to our savior.

Some also point to an ancient 
connection.

Ancient Rome and Greece ded-
icated the month of May to pagan 
goddesses connected to springtime 
and fertility, most especially Flora 
and Artemus, respectively.

European customs also had ritu-
als welcoming spring, which shaped 
the Western view of May as a month 
of life and motherhood. Hallmark 
cards weren’t even thought of then.

Catholic Encyclopedia states, “In 
some manuscripts of the ‘Transitus 
Mariae,’ which dates from the late 
fifth century, three annual Marian 
feasts are noted, including one on 
“the 15th day of Iyar, corresponding 
more or less to May. ...  Still later in 
date (seventeenth century at earli-
est) is the adoption of the custom of 
consecrating the month of May to 
the Blessed Virgin by special obser-

vances.”
The practice became popular 

among the Jesuits. By 1700 it took 
hold among their students at the 
Roman College and later was pub-
licly practiced in the Gesu Church 
in Rome. Next, it spread to the 
whole church.

The May devotions also were en-
livened by the four authenticated 
apparitions of the Blessed Mother.

In 1830, Mary appeared to St. 
Catherine Laboure and instructed 
her to have the Miraculous Medal 
struck with the inscription, “Mary, 

conceived without sin, pray 
for us who have recourse 

to thee.” 
In 1846, she ap-

peared to the chil-
dren of La Salette, 
France and tear-
fully lamented 
the lax practice 
of the faith. 

In 1858, she 
appeared to St. 
Bernadette at 
Lourdes, iden-
tifying herself 
as the “Immac-
ulate Concep-
tion.” 

When she 
appeared to the 

three children at 
Fatima May 13, 

1917, she instruct-
ed the people to pray 

the rosary daily for 
peace.
Popes down through the 

ages have had strong Marian 
connections.

Pope Pius XII reinforced May as 
a Marian month by instituting the 
feast of the Queenship of Mary on 
May 31 as part of the Marian Year 
he proclaimed in 1945. Since then, 
the Queenship of Mary has been 
moved to Aug. 22. May 31 is now the 
feast of the Visitation of Mary.  

Pope Paul VI wrote in his ap-
ostolic letter, “Creed of the People 
of God: “We believe that the holy 
mother of God, the new Eve, mother 
of the church, continues in heaven 
to exercise her maternal role on be-
half of the members of Christ.”  

Since May seems an appropri-
ate time to honor motherhood, the 
Blessed Mother’s as well as our 
deceased and living mothers, give 
a spiritual bouquet to Mary. And 
don’t forget to make that special 
breakfast for, give those flowers or 
cards to, or share the memory of 
your own mom.

  |  DID YOU KNOW Remain in him
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Why May? By Dina Dow

We continue in this season of Easter to 
rejoice in the resurrection of our Lord. The 
Mass readings during the upcoming 4th and 
5th Sundays of Easter invite the faithful to 
discipleship, particularly when 
faced with opposition, as well 
as the joy of knowing salvation 
through Jesus Christ, an eternity 
with God.

In the name of Jesus (Acts 4:8-
12)

The Acts of the Apostles reveals the 
mighty deeds of the disciples soon after Je-
sus’ ascension into heaven. Here in this pas-
sage, we read of the reaction of those holding 
high positions in the temple as they learn of 
the healing of the crippled man by St. Peter 
and the teachings by he and the other dis-
ciples in the name of Jesus. They, similar 
to Jesus, are placed in inquiry before the 
“leaders, elders and scribes with Annas the 
high priest, Caiaphas, John, Alexander and 
all who were of the high-priestly class, and 
questioned them, ‘By what power or by what 
name have you done this.’ ” (Acts 4:5-7). St. 
Peter, with great confidence and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, boldly testifies to the truth 
of salvation alone through Jesus Christ, the 
one whom they rejected. We will see in the 
upcoming readings how similar statements 
and many other deeds resulted in the impris-
onment of the disciples, even to the point of 
martyrdom. What am I proclaiming in the 
name of Jesus? How do I proclaim the truth 
of Jesus in the face of opposition? Do I stand 
firm on the foundations built by the apostles 
or do I remain silent? Do I understand that 
salvation in Jesus Christ begins at my bap-
tism? St. Thomas Aquinas writes, the “effect 
of baptism is the opening of the gates of para-
dise” (Catechetical Instructions of St. Thom-
as Aquinas, by Bandas and Collins, Joseph F 
Wagner, Inc, 1939, pp. 123.).

Children of God (1 Jn 3:1-2,18-24)
We read in St. John’s first letter that by 

our baptism we become children of God. As 
a result, the world looks upon the joy God’s 
children with bewilderment since the world 
does not know Jesus Christ. Yet, it is by this 
adoption that we know and live the truth of 
God revealed by his son and filled with his 

Spirit, same as St. Peter and the disciples. 
We live in truth through a loving response to 
God’s commandments and our love of neigh-
bor. Expressed is a confident faith, anchored 
by hope in sacrificial charity. Our obedience 
to the will of God is witnessed by others as 

we testify our belief and love 
as he loves. Since we are 
children of God, we are also 

brothers and sisters in Christ 
with one another. 

Conversion (Acts 9:26-
31)

It is by the radiant light of Christ shining 
forth that sparks the fire of faith in others. 
If open to grace, they can choose the path of 
truth and love trailblazed by those who have 
come before. In addition, it is the witness of 
our lives, actions, hospitality, presence, com-
passion, joy and love whereby an invitation to 
conversion may occur. Even those who vehe-
mently deny Christ may one day discover the 
freedom of truth in him. Take for instance the 
conversion of Saul. This man murdered early 
followers of Jesus, experienced an extraordi-
nary encounter with the risen Lord that not 
only transformed his life, but also the lives of 
the Gentiles and us still today. Here in this 
passage, post-encounter, Saul desires to be 
with the disciples, who want nothing to do 
with Saul for fear he will kill them. Yet, af-
ter careful inquiry by Barnabus (one of the 
Twelve), Saul was able to share his trans-
formation, assure them he was no longer a 
threat and was welcomed into the followers. 

Shortly thereafter, because of death 
threats against his life while debating the 
Greeks who had no belief in Jesus, Saul was 
sent home to safety. How ironic it is that the 
one who condemned others was now being 
condemned for his belief in the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ. Despite the threats, conversions 
continued to occur by the thousands, “as the 
(church) was being built up and walked in 
the fear of the Lord, and with the consolation 
of the Holy Spirit it grew in numbers” (Acts 
9:31). What is my conversion today? When do 
I encounter the Lord in my life?

Encountering Jesus (Jn 10:11-18)
The Gospel of St. John reveals the seven 

“I AM” sayings of Jesus. Two are within the 
readings for these Sundays. We hear, “Jesus 
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By Bonny Van
Special to  

The Catholic Commentator

The first of a series

After three days of thun-
derous, heavy downpours, the 
steeple of St. Joseph Cathe-
dral stands silent and elegant 
against a backdrop of darkened 
skies over the Capital City. Sur-
rounded by tall, flat-roofed office 
buildings, the cathedral is a tes-
tament to its unyielding place in 
the history of both the city and 
Diocese of Baton Rouge.

“Lots has gone on here,” said 
pastor Father Paul Counce, who 
celebrated his own high school 
graduation and 40th anniversa-
ry as a priest at St. Joseph.

More than 230 years before, 
St. Joseph Church was estab-
lished by Father Pierre Francois 
Xavier de Charlevoix, a noted 
traveler, historian and scientist, 
who was commissioned by the 
French government to assess 
the religious conditions in the 
colony of Louisiana. According 
to records from the Archives De-
partment of the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge, Father Charlevoix was 
traveling by canoe from Quebec 
to New Orleans when he stopped 
at the Mississippi River land-
ing of Msgr. Dion d’Artaguette’s 
plantation in Baton Rouge.

 The settlement, located on 
the banks of what is now Capitol 
Lake, was comprised of the plan-
tation and a few scattered huts 
built by the Houma Indians. The 
next day, New Year’s Day 1722, 
the Jesuit priest celebrated Mass 
at an altar in the parlor of the 
plantation.

International politics would 
later put Louisiana into the 
hands of the king of Spain, who 
appealed to the bishops of Ire-
land for seminarians to complete 
their studies in Spain at the Uni-
versity of Salamanca. 

“There, they would also learn 
Spanish, which would enable 
them to keep in touch with the 
home government. Arrived in 
Louisiana, they would be able 
to explain to the American fron-
tiersmen the Catholic faith” 
(“History of St. Joseph’s Church: 
From 1789 to Date,” by Francis 
Leon Gassler, 1943).

When Father Carolos Burke, 
an Irish priest and the first res-
ident pastor sent from Spain, ar-
rived in Baton Rouge in Septem-
ber 1792, a modest chapel had  

been built near the area of the 
present state Capitol. On Jan. 15, 
1793, the marriage of Don Anto-
nio de Gras, an affluent Spanish 
landowner, and Genevieve Dulat 
was the first recorded marriage 
in Baton Rouge and that same 
year de Gras donated land for the 
construction of a new church. 

When founded in 1792, the 
parish was called Our Lady of 
Sorrows, Nuestra Señora de 
los Dolores,” explained Father 
Counce. “It was changed to St. 
Joseph Parish in the 1830s, af-
ter Spain had sold the colony to 
France and France immediately 
sold it to the United States and 
Louisiana became a state in 
1812. 

“Once we became an Amer-
ican territory, more English 
people started moving in who 
didn’t speak French or Spanish, 
and that’s when the parish took 
on a new identity, St. Joseph, be-
cause St. Joseph has an appeal 
to people of every denomination. 
I don’t know precisely why they 
picked St. Joseph but it was a 
wonderful choice.”

According to Father Counce, 
the current church is the third 
structure. The cornerstone was 
laid in 1853 for the second church 
and construction was completed 
three years later but destroyed in 
1862 during the Civil War. 

Rebuilt after the war, the 
steeple was erected in 1891 and 
stained glass windows and the 
mosaic Stations of the Cross were 
added in the 1920s and 1930s, he 
said. Additional changes have 
been completed during the past 
several decades.

“It was painted over, had a 
false ceiling at one time, had 
false pillars at one time, had a 
wooden high altar and wood-
en pews,” said Father Counce. 
“The whole thing inside and out 
was painted battleship gray with 
World War II surplus paint. It 
was renovated in the 1960s.”

In 1961, St. John XXIII cre-
ated the Diocese of Baton Rouge 
and chose St. Joseph “to be the 
cathedral parish” because it was 
the oldest parish in the city of 
Baton Rouge, according to Fa-
ther Counce.

“When Bishop (Robert E.) 
Tracy came in Nov. 8, 1961, on a 
beautiful sunny day, he marched 
in with all of the pomp and cere-
mony by mandate of the pope, he 
established the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge,” Father Counce said.

“Every diocese has a cathe-

dral, and it is spiritually the 
mother church of the diocese,” 
he added. “The name cathedral 
comes from the word ‘cathedra’ 
which means chair, the bishop’s 
chair, the special chair that only 
he sits in when he teaches and 
presides over the church is al-
ways in the cathedral. And so, 
spiritually and theologically, it’s 
important because it’s a focus for 
the church, especially the church 
gathered around the bishop.”

St. Joseph’s unique location, 
in the shadow of the Capitol 
along Fourth Street, has given 
it a unique place among state 
politics. As the church closest in 
proximity to the heart of state 
government, St. Joseph has been 
the site of numerous ecumenical 
prayer services as part of inau-
guration ceremonies for Louisi-
ana governors. Governor John 
Bel Edwards and former gover-
nors Bobby Jindal and Kathleen 
Blanco, all of whom are Catholic, 
have attended Mass at St. Jo-
seph. Blanco’s funeral was cele-
brated there in 2019.

The church has undergone 
several changes. In 1966, Bishop 
Tracy oversaw the renovation of 
the church interior to reflect new 
liturgical guidelines instituted 
by the Second Vatican Council, 
which took several years to com-
plete. 

Also during that time, the 
steeple, which had been dam-
aged in a hurricane, was replaced 
with a replica of the original. In 
1993, a massive pipe organ with 
more than 50 ranks (sets) was 
installed. 

The church is also unique in 
its makeup, as Father Counce 
estimates about 35 to 40 of the 
people who regularly attend 
Mass at the cathedral reside in 
the parish boundaries.

“Most of the parishioners and 

friends of the cathedral live else-
where in the area,” he said. “We 
have parishioners in Lakeland 
and in Prairieville and Denham 
Springs and Walker. We have pa-
rishioners that live all over Baton 
Rouge. I am always heartened 
by the fact that people drive past 
perfectly good churches to get 
here on Sundays. Some of them, 
I’m sure, their families used to 
live down here and they’ve al-
ways come.”

Indeed the mission has 
changed and become more of a 
reflection of its location. 

“I’m most proud of the min-
istries we have to the poor and 
needy, the Food Pantry,” said Fa-
ther Counce. “We have a sizeable 
homeless population and by our 
participation in the downtown 
Christian Outreach Center and 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
(are able to serve the needy). 

“In a special way, our loca-

tion makes it important for us to 
reach out to the homeless.”

Snack bags and hygiene bags 
are regularly handed out, ac-
cording to Father Counce. And 
assistance is given to help find 
shelter for those exposed to the 
elements during very hot or very 
cold weather. 

“You do what you can,” he 
said, adding it’s a fitting reflec-
tion of a church, whose patron 
saint provided protection, shel-
ter and care for his family.

“St. Joseph never said a word 
in the Bible, but he’s patron of 
the Universal Church,” said Fa-
ther Counce. “He’s a wonderful 
patron because he wasn’t known 
for one thing. He was a protector, 
he was a father, he was a worker, 
he was a carpenter, he worked 
with his hands, considering the 
fact that he never said a word in 
the Bible, we do know enough 
about him to be impressed.”

Exterior view of St. Joseph Cathe-
dral in Baton Rouge. Photo by Richard 
Meek | The Catholic Commentator

Cathedral ‘mother church’ of the diocese
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WASHINGTON, D.C. (CNA) – A 
Catholic aid agency is praising President 
Biden’s 2022 fiscal year budget request for 
its focus on fighting poverty.

“The administration’s proposal to 
increase poverty-focused internation-
al assistance in its FY22 budget request 
demonstrates a steadfast commitment to 
American leadership abroad,” stated Bill 
O’Keefe, executive vice president for mis-
sion, mobilization and advocacy at Catho-
lic Relief Services.

The White House released its dis-
cretionary funding request for fiscal 
year 2022 on April 9. The request is a 
summary of the administration’s full bud-
get, which will be released later.

Included in the request is $1 billion in 
U.S. foreign assistance for fighting infec-
tious diseases around the globe, as well 
as $2.5 billion for international climate 
programs.

O’Keefe said that the proposed fund-
ing “will be vital” to fighting global pov-
erty, especially during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“COVID-19 has plunged tens of mil-
lions of families further into poverty, 
threatening their ability to put food on the 
table,” O’Keefe stated. “The U.S. is a bless-

ed nation. It’s our moral responsibility as 
Americans to protect the life and dignity 
of those most in need.”

Increased foreign assistance will help 
the United States counter the threats of 
climate change and future pandemics, 
O’Keefe said, adding that it will also boost 
the U.S. response to “the complex chal-
lenges plaguing Central America.”

In 2019, CRS criticized President 
Trump’s proposal to cut foreign aid by 
nearly 25%.

The 2022 federal budget process is also 
expected to feature a debate over taxpayer 
funding of abortions. 

Biden’s budget request did not spe-
cifically mention abortion funding, but 
pro-life groups are warning that a pro-
posed $340 million increase for the Title 
X family planning program would fund 
pro-abortion groups.

While the Trump administration set 
up safeguards against Title X funding 
of abortion clinics  forbidding grantees 
from referring for abortions or being 
co-located with abortion clinics  the 
Biden administration is currently in the 
process of rolling back those require-
ments.

In addition, Biden’s budget request 

includes funding of the UN’s population 
fund (UNFPA). The Trump administra-
tion stopped funding the UNFPA in 2017 
over its partnership with the Chinese gov-
ernment, claiming that the organization 
was complicit in China’s practice of forced 
abortions.

“Biden’s funding proposal further rais-
es the stakes for inclusion of the Hyde 
family of longstanding pro-life policies,” 
said Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of 
the Susan B. Anthony List. 

The Hyde Amendment – a federal pol-
icy that bars funding of elective abortions 
in appropriations  has been enacted into 
law since 1976 as a rider to budget bills. 
However, Biden in 2019 reversed his 
long-standing support for the policy and 
has opposed it as president. Democratic 

leadership in Congress have also called 
for the repeal of the policy.

“Under his radical Cabinet appointees, 
funding increases will translate to a pay-
day for abortion giants like Planned Par-
enthood and Marie Stopes International, 
and greater complicity in human rights 
abuses around the world,” Dannenfelser 
stated. “We strongly urge our congressio-
nal allies to reject any budget that omits 
these vital protections.”

Democratic leaders have also called 
for the repeal of other pro-life funding 
policies such as the Helms Amendment, 
which forbids federal funding of inter-
national abortions. Biden has already al-
lowed for federal funding of pro-abortion 
foreign NGOs by repealing the Mexico 
City Policy.

People wait outside a distribution point to receive aid rations in Oromia Region, Ethiopia. 
Photo by Will Baxter | Catholic Relief Services

Biden’s poverty fighting bill praised
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By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

One of the lemons handed on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic is job loss. The fam-
ily of Michael and Erin Franco sweetened 
that sour moment by utilizing it as an 
evangelization opportunity.

Michael Franco’s engineering job at a 
local engineering construction firm was 
deeply affected by COVID-19 a year ago 
spring.

“Projects just came to a screeching 
halt,” said Michael. “Last spring I saw 
where it could be long term.”

He did drone videography, 3D scan-
ning and video production to help make 
ends meet. In the fall, the couple looked 
into making the business full time.

Around that time the Francos, board 
members of the Domestic Church mar-
riage and family movement who brought 
the movement to the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge in 2014, gave a retreat. As a gift, a 
friend gave the couple the book “Conse-
cration to St Joseph: The Wonders of Our 
Spiritual Father” by Father Donald Callo-
way MIC. 

“A few weeks later, I picked up the book 
and read it. I would go to Michael and say, 
‘Do you think it’s possible?’ ‘Michael, lis-
ten to this. This is just amazing,’ ” said 
Erin.

Before Thanksgiving, the Francos 
prayed the Novena to St. Joseph. On the 
final day of the novena, the Francos met 
with a consultant to see if their business 
could be viable, and he recommended 
that they give it a try. 

The recommendation, along with the 
novena to St. Joseph, led the Francos, 
members of Our Lady of Mercy Church in 
Baton Rouge, to believe God was asking 
them to take a leap of faith, leading them 
to establish Red Stick Visual Solutions 
in December. The business offers drone 
and Matterport 3D virtual imaging for 
schools and churches and the architec-
ture, engineering, construction and real 
estate industries. 

The Francos proudly noted the first 
school project for their business was cre-
ating a virtual tour of St. Thomas More 
School in Baton Rouge.

As an apparent nod of affirmation from 
Jesus’ foster father, the Francos ended up 
with two relics of St. Joseph, one of many 
visual reminders throughout the family’s 
home of St. Joseph’s presence. The saint 
has accompanied the family through the 
sacrifices they’ve made.

In the past six months, the Fran-
cos went from a single-income family to 
cutting their budget significantly and tak-
ing their children, Gabriel, 11, Faith, 9, 
Gianna, 7, Roman, 4, and Aidan, 3, out of 

their activities. Erin, who graduated from 
St. Jude School and St. Joseph’s Academy, 
both in Baton Rouge, had homeschooled 
their children, but the couple put them in 
a public school so Erin could work with 
Michael in the business.

Fortunately, the children have adapted 
well, and seeing the sacrifices and down-
sizing their parents are making deepens 
their understanding of the family’s situa-
tion.

“The children watch us, in obedience in 
providing for the family, as well as work-
ing together as a family,” said Michael, a 
cradle Catholic and Catholic schools grad-
uate.

Going back to full-time “secular” work 
has also been a transition for Erin, who 
was a stay-at-home mom and whose blog, 
“Humble Handmaid,” is on her website 
erinfranco.com. She has given numerous 
talks around town through the years, in 
addition to online ministry and writing 
and hosting the ‘Catholic Mom Minutes’ 
on Catholic Community Radio. 

But with a bachelor’s degree in mass 
communications and public relations 
from LSU, where she met Michael at 
Christ the King Church and Catholic Cen-
ter, Erin is comfortable with the change.

“My family needs me so much but in a 
different way,” she said.

Michael relishes the fact that every day 
he is learning something new, which is es-
sential in the technology business.

“If there’s one thing about Michael, he’s 
a ‘Mr. Can Do.’ He will find a way to do it 
and be the best,” said Erin. 

She noted Michael was a mission con-
trol flight controller for United Space Alli-
ance in Houston. There he trained to work 
real-time operations in mission control 
for missions to the International Space 
Station.

But with all their talents and abilities, 
the Francos humbly acknowledge it’s a 
team effort of the whole family. During a 
typical day, one parent will help the chil-
dren get ready for school while the other 
works in their office, a converted storage 
space in the carport area. The two work 
while the kids are in school, and after 
school one will pick up the kids and spend 
time with them while the other continues 
to work. 

Their schedule depends on priorities 
for that day. Erin handles public relations 
for the business and Michael handles the 
sales and technical side.

But smiling and nodding to Erin, Mi-
chael said, “She’s the boss.”

Work schedules aside, making family 
time is a priority. And no work on Sun-
days.

Furthermore, the Francos believe hav-
ing strong Catholic values is a good way to 

evangelize in the business world.
“We have been blessed to plug into a 

network of incredible Catholic business 
owners here in Baton Rouge, and we’d 
love to talk about being a Catholic couple 
working together in business and what 
we’re finding in working with other Cath-
olic business owners around town,” said 
Erin. 

And mostly, they share their message 

of hope.
“Faithful Catholic families can look 

like many different things as far as work-
ing, education and the directions God 
leads each unique couple and family,” 
Erin said. “God may often challenge us 
to let him guide us out of our comfort 
zones, yet he is very faithful in providing 
for what we truly need in surprising and 
overwhelmingly generous ways.”

The Franco family has embraced the challenges posed by the pandemic by turning it into 
a joint business and evangelization opportunity. Pictured are Franco family members, 
from left, front row, Faith, Roman, Aidan, Gianna and Gabriel; and back row, Michael and 
Erin Franco. Photo provided by Erin Franco 
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Q Is a Catholic annulment the 
same as a divorce?  

A The church presumes that any 
marriage is valid and has always 
disavowed divorces.  In the Gos-

pel of St. Matthew, Jesus renounced di-
vorces: “… what God has joined togeth-
er, no human being must separate” (Mt 
19:6).  But not all marital relationships 
meet the standards established by the 
Lord.  A Catholic annulment establishes 
that a valid marriage never existed in 
the first place.  That’s the difference.  
If a valid marriage never existed, an 
annulment (a declaration of invalidity) 
can be granted.  

A Catholic marriage is “a total 
community of life and love, established 
by the personal, irrevocable consent 
of a man and a woman for the mutual 
support of the spouses and the procre-
ation and education of children.”  If an 
essential element is missing at the time 
of the marriage, an annulment can be 
granted.  

These elements, according to Cath-
olic understanding, include sufficient 
maturity, free choice and emotional ca-
pability on the part of 
the spouses, as well 
as other, more tech-
nical, elements.  The 
church office entrust-
ed with this special 
ministry of evalua-
tion is the Tribunal.  
Internal church law, 
known as canon law, 
strictly governs its 
procedures, which 
can begin after a 
civil divorce is final.  
Marital breakdown 
is always a painful 
thing, but many 
find the annulment 
process can lead to 
personal growth and healing.

So, what is the process of obtaining 
an annulment?

One should contact his or her church 

office (or the Tribunal Office at the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge) to begin the 
process.  A case sponsor (usually a 

priest or deacon) will be 
assigned to assist draw-
ing up and sending in 
the actual petition.  The 
petition is accompanied 
by pertinent documents 
including marriage and 
divorce papers, baptis-
mal certificates of any 
Catholic parties, as well 
as a detailed story of the 
marriage.  

At the Tribunal, an 
initial review is made to 
ensure there is sufficient 
reason to proceed with 
the case.  Additional in-
formation is usually col-
lected from the former 

spouse, witnesses and possibly from the 
petitioner.  When needed, an interview 
follows with each of these parties to 
clarify issues and offer a chance for 

personal dialogue.  After weighing all of 
the facts, the Tribunal makes a decision.  
Unless the matter is challenged by a 
formal appeal, the declaration of nullity 
is issued, if warranted.  

The information gathered in this 
process is confidential, available only to 
those responsible for that case and then 
only with special safeguards to protect 
the privacy of all concerned.  

At Pope Francis’ request, all annul-
ment cases are now free.  The entire 
cost is borne directly by the Diocese 
of Baton Rouge and indirectly by its 
individual parishes.  While some cases 
can be concluded fairly rapidly, the 
average formal case in the Diocese of 
Baton Rouge takes five to  eight months 
to complete.  No guarantees can be 
given that a case will be concluded at a 
specific date.   

DEACON HOOPER is a deacon assistant 
at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Denham Springs. He can be reached at 
ghooper@diobr.org.

Catholic annulment

Stump the Deacon  
Deacon George Hooper
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By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

Advocating for the neediest 
and most vulnerable members 
of society has been the essence 
of  Tom Costanza’s career. 

From serving with the Office 
of Social Apostolate and Catho-
lic Charities, both in the Arch-
diocese of New Orleans, Cos-
tanza’s ministry has focused on 
journeying with the homeless, 
the poverty stricken, those suf-
fering from mental illness, with 
his only intention improving the 
quality of life for one family, one 
person, at a time.

From an office that would 
often be the streets of New Or-
leans, Costanza’s new digs are 
the floor of the Louisiana Leg-
islature as he steps into his new 
role as executive director for the 
Louisiana Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops, succeeding Rob 
Tasman, who had served in that 
position for the past 12 years.

“It’s a little bit different than 
what I have been doing,” the 
personable Costanza said with a 
chuckle. “It’s going to be a chal-
lenge but I’m looking forward to 
it, maybe being a part of helping 
the church along, looking at the 
larger issues and causes.

“Hopefully it’s a logical evo-

lution of my work and my min-
istry.”

Catholic Charities of the Di-
ocese of Baton Rouge Executive 
Director David Aguillard be-
lieves Costanza will be “great” in 
his new position. 

“His de-
tailed  knowl-
edge of the 
many ways 
in which 
the Catholic 
Church touch-
es the lives of 
people in their 
communit ies 
through the 
work of Cath-
olic Charities 
agencies will 
be an asset to 
LCCB,” Aguil-
lard said. “Through his profes-
sional and personal experience 
he has seen firsthand how legis-
lation and public policy can hurt 
the poor, often in unanticipated 
ways.

“I know he will be a passion-
ate advocate for voices often 
unheard in the halls of govern-
ment.”

Costanza, who spent three 
and a half years as a seminarian 
for the Archdiocese of New Or-
leans, said he has always been 

interested in systemic change 
and views his new job as an op-
portunity to build on St. John 
Paul II’s writing on social con-
cerns. It was through St. John 
Paul’s writing that Costanza was 
emboldened by Catholic social 

teaching. 
He recalled 

how Pope Fran-
cis has written 
in the past that 
politics can be a 
high vocation if 
one follows the 
common good.

“I am tak-
ing a positive 
look that we (as 
Catholics) bring 
a lot to the ta-
ble, through 
our Catholic so-

cial teaching, our rich tradition 
and by having good dialogue.”

“I am not going to the Capi-
tol without it,” he added. “I have 
social teaching, tradition and 
Scripture. Hopefully  we can en-
gage it and use the rich tradition 
of the church to bring that to the 
public square.”

Entering the arena of Louisi-
ana politics presents formidable 
challenges but Costanza said he 
is hoping to build on the many 
good relationships Tasman pre-

viously established. He admitted 
issues will have to be confronted 
but believes developing good re-
lationships, opening up dialogue 
and following the teaching of the 
church is paramount. 

“I think the challenges will be 
to promote the teachings of the 
church and apply them the best 
we can to the issues of today and 
have an open dialogue with the 
legislators,” he said. “But there 
are some things we will not com-
promise on.”

His vision is to also bring a 
practical side to the issues.

“There is a person behind pol-
icy, there is a person that is be-
ing affected,” Costanza said. “If 
I can do what I can to follow the 
teachings of the church, respect 
the dignity of the human person, 
options for the poor; if we can 
apply the principles to whatever 
issues it might be, then I think 
that is the role of the church. We 
should want to do that.”

Issues such as working with 
the poor and vulnerable, pro-
tecting life from conception to 
natural death, protecting fam-
ilies, poverty reduction, more 
job development and health care 
will always be at the core of the 
church’s mission but Costanza 
is hoping to bring it to another 
level.

 “I must be firm and passion-
ate about the teaching but open 
to the dialogue,” he said. “That 
is what Pope Francis urges us 
to do, making sure I do that in 
love, talking in a way that I am 
respectful of them and then have 
dialogue and exchange and en-
counter that way.”

Having spent his entire ca-
reer walking shoulder to shoul-
der with those in need, Costanza 
believes those experiences will 
bring him to a practical side to 
all of the issues. Most impor-
tantly, he will have first-hand 
knowledge as to how policies en-
acted will impact those society 
should be protecting.

 “Any policy has to be looked 
through the lens of how does it 
affect (the most vulnerable),” he 
said. 

Costanza certainly wasted lit-
tle time embracing the new po-
sition, as his first day on the job 
was opening day of the current 
legislative session. Admittedly, 
it’s a role he never thought he 
would have but said he is grate-
ful for the opportunity present-
ed to him.

“My whole career has been 
ways to figure out how to work 
and help the last among us,” he 
said. “Hopefully this is sort of a 
way to continue that.”

Tom Costanza

Costanza embraces position as LCCB executive director
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said: I am the Good Shepherd.” During his homily 
on Good Shepherd Sunday in 1999, St. John Paul 
II expressed “Christ is the Good Shepherd who, 
by dying on the cross, lays down his life for his 
sheep. Thus, a profound communion is established 
between the Good Shepherd and his flock. Jesus, 
according to the evangelist, “calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out, and the sheep follow 
him, for they know his voice” (Jn 10:3-4). Sheep 
and shepherd are united by long familiarity, real 
knowledge and mutual attachment: he takes care 
of them; they trust him and follow him faithfully” 
(homily of his St. John Paul II, Sunday, April 25, 
1999, vatican.va/content). 

Jesus never abandons his flock. Rather, he al-
ways remains with us. We know his voice by our 
encounters with him in sacred Scripture, in the 
Eucharist and the sacraments, in our families, in 
our prayers, by the work of our hands and in our 
deep awareness of who we are and who we belong 
to. We belong to Jesus. We have an innate longing 
to BE with God because we BELOnG to him. And 
it is through the Passion, death and resurrection 
of Jesus that this union is possible. Thus, when we 
hear Christ calling, do we respond as Mary Mag-
dalene responded outside the empty tomb as she 
recognized the risen Lord after he called her by her 

name?  Do we hear  and recognize the voice of our 
Good Shepherd calling our name?

I am the vine (Jn 15:1-8)
Speaking again with analogy, Jesus explains 

our dependence upon him saying, “I am the true 
vine, and my father is the vine grower. I am the 
vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me 
and I in him will bear much fruit, because without 
me you can do nothing” (Jn 15: 1, 5). God grows 
the vine, Jesus. The fruit we produce comes not 
from our own making but from being attached to 
the vine, for without Jesus, we are fruitless. While 
we remain in Jesus, his words remain in us. Hence, 
being nourished by Jesus, we are able to bear much 
fruit and become his disciples to glorify God with 
our life. There are times when branches require 
pruning to promote a more fruitful plant. Same as 
with life in Christ, when pruning occurs, perhaps 
times of great change or suffering, we will become 
more fruitful for the glory of God. We must trust in 
God’s mercy. We must remain in him.

Year of St. Joseph
In this Year of St. Joseph, we ask for the in-

tercession of our beloved Patron of the Universal 
Church to strengthen our faith so that we may be 
instruments of Jesus’ love. Amen.

Dow is the director of the Office of Evangeli-
zation and Catechesis for the Diocese of  Baton 
Rouge.
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Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center in Baton Rouge, following a na-
tionwide recommendation of the Centers of Disease Control and the Food and 
Drug Administration, suspended administering the J&J vaccine shots April 13. 
Hospital officials did say they have adequate supplies of the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines to continue to serve the public. Photo submitted by Our Lady of the Lake Regional 
Medical Center

OLOL suspends J&J
vaccination shots

By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical 
Center in Baton Rouge suspended use of the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine April 13, follow-
ing the recommendation of the Centers of 
Disease Control and the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.

“Upon the CDC recommendations and in 
consultation with the Louisiana and Missis-
sippi Departments of Health, we have imme-
diately halted use of the J&J vaccine,” Dr. Ste-
phen Gremillion, chief medical officer of the 
Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady Health 
System, said in a statement. “FMOLHS will 
continue to use the Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines for all vaccine activities. Safety contin-
ues to be the top priority as we expand vac-
cine distribution to as many as possible in the 
fight against COVID-19

The CDC and the FDA, in a joint statement 
issued April 13, reported they are investigat-
ing the single-shot vaccines amid reports that 
patients have developed potentially danger-

ous blood clots, severe headaches and other 
health issues. Specifically, the agencies said 
they are looking into the reports of six women 
who developed potentially serious blood clots 
in six to 13 days after receiving the vaccine. 

The FDA and CDC, which recommended 
that use of the J&J vaccine be paused nation-
wide, said 6.8 million doses of the J&J vac-
cine have been administered.

Louisiana Department of Health officials, 
citing an “abundance of caution,” said Louisi-
ana will not be administering the J&J vaccine 
until further notice.

LDH also  recommended health providers 
store the J&J vaccine in a refrigerator.

Gov. John Bel Edwards noted more than 
85,000 doses of the J&J vaccine have been 
administered in Louisiana, accounting for 
less than 4% percent of the total number of 
shots given. He said there have been no re-
ported cases of blood clots. 

OLOL officials did say they will continue to 
administer the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines 
and have adequate supplies available to ser-
vice the public.

CONGRATULATIONS, YOU SURVIVED 2020! CHOOSE TO THRIVE IN 2021.
The year 2020 wreaked havoc with pandemic, hurricanes, riots & family conflict.  

Lesson learned: If you FAIL to PLAN, you PLAN to FAIL.

Laura Poché
Author & Estate Planning 
& Administration Attorney

IF YOU WANT TO:

*Maintain family harmony and stay out of court instead of dealing with 
revenge lawsuits by disgruntled heirs after someone dies, 
*Protect against people having undue influence over estate settlement,
*Make your children’s future inheritance divorce proof,
*Manage conflicting interests when there are multiple marriages or 
blended families,
*Create a simple legal estate plan for your family in only 6-7 weeks and 
keep it up to date without it costing a fortune,
*Choose whether you need a Will, a Trust, or both,
*Protect your spouse and kids against the very costly and emotional 
Louisiana interdiction process in case you become disabled while alive,
*Maintain your financial privacy by keeping nosey neighbors, identity 
thieves and the government out of your daily life and estate settlement,
*Start the 5-year look-back period to qualify for Medicaid benefits to 
pay nursing home costs in the event of catastrophic illness,
*Provide for special needs persons without losing valuable benefits, 
AND/OR
*STOP worrying about your estate so you can ENJOY LIFE, THEN 
CALL 225.224.8099 to save your spot at one of our FREE events!

NEW! Guests Now Have 2 Options to Attend an EDUCATIONAL 
Event! Pick Your Pleasure & CALL TODAY TO REGISTER.

IMPORTANT GUIDELINES FOR OUR EDUCATIONAL EVENTS: Though “On 
Demand Webinars” are online, we do limit the number of people who can join a particular 
webinar to ensure personalized attention to those who are serious about getting their estate 
plan in place. Our “In Person Office Seminars” employ strict social distancing standards for 
everyone’s safety. All Events are open to FIRST-TIME ATTENDEES ONLY and current 
Poche’ Law Firm clients. The Events are geared towards people who intend to put a legal 
estate plan in place in the near future. Please have your personal calendar handy at the event 
should you decide to start your legal estate planning immediately! Finally, if married, both 
spouses must attend the Event to ensure that all decision-makers are involved in the 
family’s coordinated estate plan. Thank you for your attention to these important Event 
guidelines. *Non-Louisiana residents are invited to participate for a nominal fee. 
Please contact the office for details.  

EVENT OPTION 1—“ON DEMAND WEBINARS” To 
accommodate your busy schedule, we are now offering 
private online webinars available for viewing 24/7 ON 
DEMAND.  If you have about 2 1/2 hours to spare, please 
plan to join one of our ON DEMAND VIRTUAL WORK-
SHOPS via Zoom at any time of the day beginning on 
Wednesday April 14, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. and ending on 
Friday April 30, 2021 at 12:00 noon.

EVENT OPTION 2—“IN PERSON OFFICE SEMINARS” 
There is nothing better than attending an event “in person.” Now 
that we are in a new phase of re-entry and recovery, consider 
venturing outside to attend one of our IN PERSON OFFICE 
SEMINARS. All April In Person Workshops Will Take Place In 
Our Baton Rouge Office.*

•  Thursday, April 22 - 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
•  Friday, April 23 - 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
•  Monday, April 26 - 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
•  Tuesday, April 27 - 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
•  Tuesday, April 27 - 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

(*)Baton Rouge Office Location: 4960 Bluebonnet Blvd, 
Suite C

Call 225-224-8099 To Register! Poché Estate Planning Law Firm, 4960 Bluebonnet Blvd., Suite C, Baton Rouge, LA 70809
 2315 Florida Street, Building 200, Suite 202, Mandeville, LA 70448 - By Appt. Only

What Her Clients Say

“When we received your advertisement in the 
newspaper, it seemed to be what we were looking 
for. We made the reservation of one of your 
seminars and we were not disappointed. In a 
clear, concise way you explained how we could 
avoid probate and how to make it easy for our 
children to know what our desires are concerning 
our health issues and our end-of-life desires. We 
appreciate the estate planning portfolio with the 
layman’s version of the estate plan. We also 
appreciate the layout of the portfolio along with 
the glossary of legal terms. Thank you Mrs. Poché 
for all your help.” Curtis & Pat Dockens, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana

The year 2021 brings great hope with more resiliency than 
ever before, two COVID vaccines in Louisiana & family 
harmony.  Key to success: Hope for the best, but PLAN for the 
worst! Why not get your Legal Estate Plan in place now?  
Protecting your family will bring you PEACE OF MIND.

Seminar attendees receive a FREE copy of Laura Poche’s Book, 
“Estate Planning Advice by a Woman for Louisiana Women: A 
Guide for Both Men and Women About Wills, Trusts, Probate, 
Powers of Attorney, Medicaid, Living Wills and Taxes.”
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“Given the 
scope of this 
symposium, 

we hope it will 
mark a stage in 
the research of 
the church  and 
encourage new 
initiatives and 
publications,” 

Cardinal Ouellet
Congregation for Bishops Prefect

Vatican summit looks at questions from synods
VATICAN CITY (CNA) – 

Cardinal Marc Ouellet an-
nounced April 12 the Vatican 
will host a theological sympo-
sium on the priesthood that will 
touch on ques-
tions raised 
in recent syn-
ods, including 
priestly celiba-
cy, dwindling 
v o c a t i o n s , 
and the role of 
women in the 
church.

“ I n s i g h t 
from Divine 
Revelation on 
the priesthood 
of Christ and 
the partici-
pation of the 
church in this 
priesthood is 
a crucial ques-
tion for our 
time,” Cardi-
nal Ouellet 
said at a Vati-
can press con-
ference.

“During the 
synods on the family, on young 
people and on the Church in 
Amazonia, questions regarding 
the priesthood and synodality 
were raised in all their magni-
tude, with an insistence on the 
reality of baptism, the basis 
of all vocations,” the cardinal 
said.

“The time has come to pro-
long the reflection and to pro-
mote a vocational movement 
facilitating the sharing of the 
various church experiences all 
over the planet.”

The international theolog-
ical symposium organized by 
the Congregation for Bishops 
will take place Feb. 17-19, 2022 
at the Vatican.

Cardinal Ouellet, the prefect 
of the Congregation for Bish-
ops, said that the symposium, 
entitled “Toward a Fundamen-
tal Theology of the Priesthood,” 
will be open to all but is espe-
cially intended for bishops and 
those interested in the theology 
of the priesthood. 

“Given the scope of this 
symposium, we hope it will 
mark a stage in the research of 
the church  and encourage new 
initiatives and publications,” 
Cardinal Ouellet said.

In his presentation of the 
2022 theological summit on 

the priesthood, the cardinal 
said that the symposium will 
serve to clarify “a fundamen-
tal relationship between the 
priesthood of the baptized, 

which the Second 
Vatican Council 
has enhanced, 
and the priest-
hood of minis-
ters, bishops and 
priests, which the 
Catholic Church 
has always af-
firmed and spec-
ified.”

“This rapport 
is not to be tak-
en for granted 
in our time, be-
cause it entails 
pastoral read-
justments, and it 
involves ecumen-
ical questions not 
to be ignored, as 
well as the cul-
tural movements 
that question the 
place of women 
in the church,” he 
added.

When asked at the Vatican 
press conference whether the 
symposium will return to the 
debates from the 2019 Synod 
of Bishops on the Pan-Amazon 
Region on the ordination of 
mature, married men, some-
times called “viri probati,” Car-
dinal Ouellet responded that 
priestly celibacy will not be the 
main focus of the summit, but 
said that the topic will be ad-
dressed.

“We are very aware that the 
celibacy issue is important and 
it will be dealt with, but it will 
not be the central issue of the 
symposium,” he  said. “It is not 
a symposium on priestly cel-
ibacy, as if this question had 
to be fundamentally taken up 
again, it is a broader perspec-
tive, starting with baptism.”

“We are all aware of the 
scarcity of vocations in many 
regions, as well as tensions on 
the ground due to divergent 
pastoral visions, challenges 
posed by multiculturalism and 
migrations, not to mention the 
ideologies that condition the 
witness of the baptized and the 
exercise of the priestly ministry 
in secularized societies,” Car-
dinal Ouellet, who published 
a book on the uninterrupted 
tradition of priestly celibacy in 

the Latin rite in 2019, said at 
the press conference. “In this 
context, how can we live a mis-
sionary conversion of all the 
baptized without a new aware-
ness of the gift of the Holy Spir-
it to the church and to the world 

through the risen Christ?”
The cardinal said the Second 

Vatican Council put the “priest-
hood of the baptized back in 
the foreground,” but that the 
“synthesis made by the council 
has not entered the life of the 

church.”
“The symposium will serve 

to deepen this question. It is 
not just a question of the way 
of organization and division of 
functions, but of the mystery of 
the church,” he said.

Surgically Superior. 
Robotically Advanced. 
When you hear the term robotic surgery, what do you imagine? 
Eleven years ago, we imagined a program that would change the 
future for our communities. Today, our team of incredibly skilled 
surgeons have practiced their craft religiously and become the 
epicenter for robotic training in the Gulf South region, and a 
recent expansion of robotic surgery services at Our Lady of the 
Lake Ascension. The Our Lady of the Lake Robotic Surgery Institute 
is the result of their dedication to excellence. 

Our expert surgeons treat a broad range of surgical conditions — 
from advanced cancer treatment to hernia and gallbladder removal 
to surgical weight loss. Their expertise has helped train hundreds 
of surgeons across the nation and earned them numerous awards 
and recognition. 

But what means the most? The impact these surgeries have on the 
daily lives of our patients. With less scarring, shorter recovery times 
and less complications, robotic surgery is leading the way in caring 
for our communities.  

For more information and to view our roster of dedicated 
surgeons, visit ololrmc.com/robotics

Thoracic Surgeons Emily Cassidy, MD and 
Nicholas LeBlanc, MD represent a team of 
18 dedicated robotic surgeons.
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Cross Catholic Outreach has become 
a recognized problem-solving partner 
of Christ-centered missions in the 
developing countries of the world, and 
one of its global priorities is to end water 
scarcity by undertaking major water 
projects in communities with urgent 
needs.

One of the ministry’s most recent 
efforts is taking place in Nicaragua 
(see story on opposite page), if it gains 
support from American Catholics, the 
benefits to poor families there will be 
tremendous. Because each of its water 
projects is tailored to the area and its 
people, the specific tasks involved in this 
recent undertaking were explained by 
Cross Catholic Outreach’s president, Jim 
Cavnar.

“Let me start with the situation we 
addressed. Local Church leaders came 
to us for help because families in 
Chinandega, Nicaragua, were getting 
deathly ill and suffering a lot of other 
hardships because they lacked a source of 
safe water,” Cavnar said. “Most had been 
relying on shallow wells or collecting 
their water from rivers contaminated 
with human and animal waste, bacteria, 
and parasites. As terrible as those water 
sources are, they had to be used because 
there are no other safer options. Still, 
every time they took a drink or offered a 
cup to their children, they risked illness 
— even death.”

The water project Cross Catholic 
Outreach is undertaking in Nicaragua will 
be challenging, but Cavnar believes it 
will have a dramatic impact on the lives 
of the poor.

“This work will be done in the 
community of El Raisal, and it will 
directly benefit 70 families with a 
permanent solution to their struggles 
against thirst and waterborne illness,” 
Cavnar said. “The first step will be to use 

a professional crew to drill a deep well of 
about 300 feet. That’s important because 
a shallow well — the kind most of the 
area’s poor families have been using — 
is too susceptible to contamination. A 
deep well is necessary to reach clean, 
safe water and to draw from only that 
reliable source.”

Once the well is completed, other 
equipment is needed to make the water 
easily accessible. For this project, an 
electrical pump and large water tank will 
be installed, along with a filtration and 
chlorination system to remove disease-
causing contaminants.

“There’s a huge public service part 
of the project too. Miles of PVC pipes 
must be laid in hand-dug trenches, so the 
community rallies to participate in that 
part of the job,” Cavnar explained. “It’s 
backbreaking work, but in my experience, 
the local men and women engage in it 
joyfully because they understand the 
amazing blessing this water will be for 
their families. Most walked miles to get 
unsafe water. Through this project, they 
will have a faucet right at their home!” 

Now that the project has been 
identified and a plan to handle its 
technical challenges is on the table, Cross 
Catholic Outreach is undertaking a U.S. 
fundraising drive to make it a reality. It is 
an appeal Cavnar is confident American 
Catholics will eagerly embrace, as they 
have in the past.

“We’ve managed scores of successful 
water projects all over the world, and 

I’ve always been humbled and gratified 
by the way U.S. Catholics have risen to 
the challenge and generously sponsored 
the work,” he said. “I think there are 
three things that appeal to them. First, 
they understand the importance of water. 
It is necessary for life. Second, they 
rightly want to support Church-based 
efforts to serve the poor because the 
Gospel calls all of us to that course of 
action. Third, they have safe water at 
their own fingertips, and they’re grateful 
to God for that blessing. This is their 
chance to bless others with that benefit 
in the Lord’s name.”

Readers interested in supporting 
Cross Catholic Outreach water projects 
and other outreaches to the poor 
can contribute through the ministry 
brochure inserted in this issue or send 
tax-deductible gifts to: Cross Catholic 
Outreach, Dept. AC01729, PO Box 97168, 
Washington DC 20090-7168. The ministry 
has a special need for partners willing 
to make gifts on a monthly basis. Use the 
inserted brochure to become a Mission 
Partner or write “Monthly Mission 
Partner” on mailed checks to be contacted 
about setting up those arrangements.

Cross Catholic Outreach’s 
Water Projects Provide Safe 

Options in Poor Communities

Cross Catholic Outreach Endorsed by More Than 100 Bishops, Archbishops

Teresa Camacho, one of Cross Catholic Outreach’s international project offi  cers, 
meets with workers operating a well-drilling rig to discuss the project’s challenges.

Cross Catholic Outreach’s range of relief 
work to help the poor overseas continues 
to be recognized by a growing number of 
Catholic leaders in the U.S. and abroad.

“We’ve received more than 100 
endorsements from bishops and 
archbishops,” explained Jim Cavnar, 
president of Cross Catholic Outreach. 
“They’re moved by the fact that we’ve 
launched outreaches in almost 40 countries 
and have undertaken a variety of projects 
— everything from feeding the hungry 
and housing the homeless to supplying 

safe water and supporting educational 
opportunities for the poorest of the poor. The 
bishops have also been impressed by Cross 
Catholic Outreach’s direct and meaningful 
responses to emergency situations, most 
recently by providing food, medicines and 
other resources to partners in Nicaragua, 
Honduras and Guatemala impacted by 
natural disasters.”

Bishop Ronald W. Gainer of 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, supports this 
mission, writing, “What a joy it is to be 
part of the Lord’s redemptive work and 

to manifest his mercy on Earth by caring 
for our neighbors in need.” 

In addition to praising CCO’s 
accomplishments, many of the bishops 
and archbishops are encouraged 
that pontifical canonical status was 
conferred on the charity in September 
2015, granting it approval as an official 
Catholic organization. This allows 
CCO to participate in the mission of the 
Church and to give a concrete witness to 
Gospel charity, in collaboration with the 
Holy Father. 

“Your work with the Dicastery 
for Promoting Integral Human 
Development is a strong endorsement 
of your partnership with the work of 
the Universal Church,” Archbishop 
Salvatore Cordileone of San Francisco 
said. “By providing hope to the faithful 
overseas by feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, delivering medical relief to 
the sick and sheltering the homeless, as 
well as  through self-help projects, you 
are embodying the papal encyclical Deus 
Caritas Est.

Drilled well reaching as deep as 300 feet, compared to much shallower hand-dug wells

Water pipes

Pump and water tank with 
filtration and chlorination system Water at home

EXAMPLE OF HOW THE CLEAN WATER PROJECT WORKS
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Families living in Nicaragua’s 
remote Chinandega area have simple 
ambitions. They want to escape daily 
hunger, to have the steady income 
a good harvest can provide, and — 
perhaps most of all — they want easy 
access to a source of safe water.

This is because a source of safe, 
abundant water — something most 
Americans take for granted — impacts 
so many other areas of their lives. It is 
essential to their farms, their livestock, 
their children’s education and their 
entire family’s health.

“Unfortunately, what these poor 
people want most is incredibly 
difficult for them to obtain. Most 
of them have grown up struggling 
through the problems water scarcity 
creates, and they see little chance their 
children will escape the same plight,” 
confirmed James Cavnar, president of 
Cross Catholic Outreach, one of the 

key Catholic development ministries 
working in this area of Nicaragua. 
“I think most Americans would be 
shocked to learn what these people go 
through to obtain a single bucket of 
well or river water, and they would be 
even more appalled to discover how 
unsafe that water is for them to drink. 
What they collect is often filthy, but 
they drink it anyway because they have 
no other option. Water is essential to 
life, and they can’t survive without it.”

Cross Catholic Outreach, the ministry 
Cavnar founded, actually seeks out 
these “worst case scenarios” and 

partners with the local priests, religious 
sisters and Catholic lay leaders to find 
solutions. This work takes his mission 
teams into some of the most remote, 
rural areas of each diocese.

“In the communities we visit, water 
is not available from a faucet at home 
or even from a community well in 
most cases. Instead, it is drawn from 
a more remote location — often a 
pond or muddy stream — and the 
water collected from these places can 
easily be tainted with animal waste, 
parasites, contaminants, or all three,” 
Cavnar said. “Even in places like this, 
water solutions are possible, but they 
cost much more than these struggling 
families can afford, so unless the 
Church and concerned American 
Catholics step in to help, these poor 
communities will probably never 
have a source of safe, abundant water. 
They will continue to suffer, and so 

will every generation that comes after 
them.”

The illnesses caused by unsafe water 
are an obvious part of the problem 
Cavnar describes, but he contends the 
impact of this hardship actually goes 
much further than one might expect. 
For example, adults who become sick 
from contaminated water often lose 
work hours and income, and their ill 
children have difficulty keeping up 
with classwork, if they are able to go to 
school at all.

There can even be dangers in 
collecting the water itself.

“Because a water source may be very 
remote, and the trek to reach it can 
be arduous, you’ll often hear stories 
about people getting injured doing this 
chore. Water is extremely heavy too, so 
children and the elderly always struggle 
to carry it,” Cavnar said. “In some 
countries we serve, there are threats 
from animals and people to contend 
with as well. A young girl often leaves 
before dawn to reach a water source 
before lines form, and there have been 
cases where attacks or abuse have 
happened while she walks in the dark.”

Along with all of these challenges, 
water scarcity becomes one of the key 
reasons children miss school. Because 
they are typically tasked with getting 
a family’s water and they may need to 
take several trips a day to accomplish 
the chore, the loss of time and energy 

can easily lead to truancy.
“As you can see, water scarcity 

is a serious problem and it impacts 
families — especially children — in 
many ways. That is why we have made 
it a priority to work with Catholic 
leaders in Nicaragua to provide a 
solution — an easily accessible source 
of safe water for poor communities 
like Chinandega,” Cavnar said. “It’s a 
challenging task, but we know it can be 
achieved if Catholic donors in the U.S. 
will join us in funding the work (see 
story on opposite page). The Church 
leaders are eager to get this project 
underway, but they can’t accomplish 
it alone. It’s a case where help from 
their Catholic brothers and sisters in 
America is needed, and we want to 
organize that support to bless them and 
the people they serve.”

Church Leaders Appeal to American Catholics for Help in 
Ending Suffering Caused by Unsafe Water in Nicaragua

How to Help
To fund Cross Catholic Outreach’s effort to help 
the poor worldwide, use the postage-paid brochure 
inserted in this newspaper or mail your gift to Cross 
Catholic Outreach, Dept. AC01729, PO Box 97168, 
Washington DC 20090-7168. The brochure also 
includes instructions on becoming a Mission Partner 
and making a regular monthly donation to this cause. 
If you identify an aid project, 100% of the donation will be restricted to be used for that 
specific project. However, if more is raised for the project than needed, funds will be 
redirected to other urgent needs in the ministry.

RIGHT PAGE
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CELEBRATING ST. JOSEPH – In honor of St. Joseph’s Day, the sec-
ond grade class at Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Baton Rouge 
wrote letters to the Sisters of St. Joseph at Mount St. Mary Con-
vent in Wichita, Kansas. The Sisters of St. Joseph played a sig-
nificant part in Sacred Heart School’s history. In 1929, the sisters 
were invited to assume the direction of Sacred Heart of Jesus 
School which is one of Baton Rouge’s first diocesan parochial 
schools.  Today, the legacy of the Sisters of St. Joseph still pro-
vides the spirit which continues to make Sacred Heart of Jesus 
School a vibrant faith community. Beginning May 1 the Diocese 
of Baton Rouge is celebrating “60 Years in the Year of St. Joseph.” 
Photo submitted by Wendy Milam | Sacred Heart School

4200 Essen Lane, Baton Rouge, LA 70809

Call (225) 922-7443

fmolsisters.com

Are you
 called 
to serve others?

We invite all women who feel called to religious life to contact us. 
We will help you with your spiritual journey.

DRESSING DOWN TO RAISE MONEY – The kindergarten class at Catholic of Pointe Coupee School in 
New Roads hosted a school-wide dress-down day to help raise money for the Geaux 4 Kids founda-
tion. Geaux 4 Kids is a non-profit organization that conducts Operation Geaux Bag which assists in 
supplying necessities for children that are placed in foster care. The kindergarten class was able to 
raise more than $300 and collected a large number of books to send as a donation. Photo submitted by 
Megan Girlinghouse | Catholic of Pointe Coupee

S U B M I T  YO U R  
S C H O O L  N E W S  

TO  D E B B I E  S H E L L E Y  AT 
D S H E L L E Y @ D I O B R . O R G
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Special to The Catholic Commentator

Cristo Rey Baton Rouge Franciscan 
High School Principal Claire Willis an-
nounced that she will be stepping down 
in her role, effective at the 
end of the current academ-
ic year. 

“It is difficult to put into 
context Claire’s contribu-
tion to the growth and evo-
lution of our school,” said 
Eric Engemann, president 
of Cristo Rey. “Simply put, 
Claire’s tireless effort com-
bined with her innovative 
and strategic vision for en-
suring success for our stu-
dents and developing our 
faculty has been an incred-
ible blessing for our school. We would not 
be where we are today without her.” 

Willis began her tenure as principal 
of Cristo Rey in June 2017 at the begin-
ning of the school’s second academic year. 
Since that time, she has led the academic 
mission of the school, transforming the 
school culture and building systems to 
ensure student success not only at Cristo 
Rey but beyond as students enter into col-
lege. 

Most notably, her tenure included the 

realization of the inaugural graduating 
class at Cristo Rey, the Class of 2020, as 
that group of seniors earned their diplo-
mas on May 23, 2020 and departed Cristo 
Rey with a 100% college acceptance rate. 

Willis is also a fixture 
in the Cristo Rey Net-
work of schools, serving 
as a mentor and advisor 
to fellow principals, serv-
ing on search committees 
and Mission Effective Re-
view teams and develop-
ing systems and processes 
that have been adapted 
throughout the network. 

In a letter to the Cristo 
Rey Baton Rouge com-
munity, Willis said, “I am 
blessed beyond measure to 

have had the opportunity to serve as your 
principal the past four years. I am grateful 
for the support I have received from those 
who have invested in my growth and de-
velopment, and from those who believed 
in the mission and vision enough to keep 
doing hard things. I am humbled by your 
trust in me. I plan to stay connected to the 
Cristo Rey community, so this will not be 
a farewell! Let us finish out this challeng-
ing year together, facing the future with 
hope and promise.” 

MBS fourth graders served breakfast at the restaurant they opened, Breakfast and Blues, 
as part of an entrepreneurship sponsored by the Junior Achievement Program. Photo pro-
vided by Cheri Gioe | Most Blessed Sacrament School

Claire Willis

Cristo Rey principal  
to step down

MBS students participate in Junior Achievement program

Number of Diocesan Directories Ordered

Name

Address

City                                                                State            

Zip     Phone with area code

The 2021 
BaTon Rouge 

Diocese DiRecToRy 
is heRe!

 The new directory has all of the 
current listings and information on 
churches, clergy, schools, diocesan 
departments and personnel of 
the diocese, religious, deaneries, 
institutions and organizations and 
more!

	 To	place	your	order,	fill	out	the	form	below	and	mail	to	The	Catholic	
Commentator, P. O. Box 3316, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3316 with 
a check or money order for $9.50 for each directory ordered. The 
directory will be mailed to you. 

The fourth-grade class at Most Blessed 
Sacrament School in Baton Rouge learned 
about work readiness, financial literacy 
and entrepreneurship by opening their 
own restaurant through the Junior 
Achievement program.

Volunteers taught the students of Mi-
chelle Cox and Susannah Jaques the JA 
curriculum. The teachers took it a step 
further and had the students apply the 
concepts and develop a resume with refer-
ences, apply for jobs and open a business.

On March 18-19 the students opened a 
restaurant in their class. Each classmate 
had a job in the restaurant and parents 
purchased a meal at either La Italia Res-
taurant and at Breakfast & Blues Restau-
rant.

“The fourth-grade class at MBS was 
very excited to be opening our restaurants 
this year,” said Cox. “A former 4th-grade 
teacher at Most Blessed Sacrament im-
plemented the Junior Achievement pro-
gram and the restaurant project with the 
students a few years ago.  It was such an 
awesome success that we have decided to 
continue the project and participation in 
Junior Achievement as part of our fourth-

grade social studies curriculum. 
“The students have learned so much 

from participating in Junior Achieve-
ment, including what it means to be an 
entrepreneur and terms like profit, loss, 
revenue and distribution. The students 
have always been completely engaged and 
excited about what they have been learn-
ing in JA.”

Paula Dawson, president of Junior 
Achievement Greater Baton Rouge and 
Acadiana noted many skills are taught 
through the JA curriculum.  

“These skills will be used for a lifetime,” 
said Dawson. “Junior Achievement has 
been serving students for 100 years.  We 
are thrilled to see teachers taking our pro-
grams to the next level and truly inspir-
ing and preparing our next generation of 
leaders.”

JA reaches approximately four million 
students in the United States and more 
than three million worldwide. The pro-
gram looks for opportunities to serve 
schools in the Greater Baton Rouge area.  
If you would like to learn more about JA 
programs or volunteer, visit the website at 
jabatonrouge.com or call 225-928-7008.
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Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect of the Congregation for Bishops. Photo by Franco Origlio | Getty Images News

Mr. D’s Tree Service

• Economical
• Fully Insured • Quality Work

ovEr 40 yEars ExpErIEncE
Don Decell, owner
carl BaBin, owner

CALL TODAY! 
225-292-6756

Solution on page 18

ACROSS
1 The Baptist
5 “There were pretty ones all in a row
10 Son of Adam
14 Pertaining to Mars
15 Pond sound
16 Alphabet string
17 255, to Nero
18 Mary Poppins, for one
19 The Alphabet
20 Desert region in Africa
22 King David sent him into battle to 

be killed
23 Pay by the course
26 Attack
30 “…but ___ to the solitary person! 

If that ones hould fall, there is no 
other to help.” (Eccl 4:10)

31 Slicker
34 Describes some sins
35 The feast of St. Polycarp is in this 

month (abbr.)
36 Annoyed
37 “Piece of cake,” for example
38 Liturgical color
39 Stormed
40 Attends to
41 Church ___
42 Hour part
43 Talking Tolkien tree
44 Christmas month (abbr.)
45 Nestled together
46 Shelves for books
48 Hot drink
51 Catches the eye of
56 Topping in a tub
57 Main artery
59 Cordon ___
60 Blink
61 He fell asleep while Jesus prayed
62 Incline
63 A great deal
64 Flat slab of wood
65 Yellow of an egg

DOWN
1 First Catholic US president, famil-

iarly

2 Killer whale
3 The Inferno
4 Bright star
5 This Jesuit has a crater on the moon 

named for him
6 Early landing place
7 Grecian architectural style
8 Tribe of Israel
9 Firmament
10 Luce who converted to Catholicism
11 Both (prefix)
12 South American Indian
13 Snack
21 Single stem
22 Native American
24 Impressed
25 Steal from
26 Something to stop on?
27 Family car
28 Model of virtue
29 Fusses
31 Influential person
32 Mountain ridge
33 Yielded
35 “Many are invited, but ___ are 

chosen” (Mt 22:14)
36 Quartz grains
38 Tiered shelves
39 Horseman
41 Pope of the fifth century
42 The ___ Seed
44 Morgue letters
45 There was a mad one in Wonder-

land
46 There are 27 in the New Testament
47 Magna ____ (Runnymede docu-

ment)
48 Monk cover
49 Potpourri
50 50 ___ (“Candy Shop” rapper)
52 Skillfully
53 Queen of the Nile, to her friends?
54 Small dabbling duck
55 Beyond help
57 Police call letters
58 US government agency

Archbishop speaks out against racism
Archbishop Salvatore Cor-

dileone of San Francisco con-
demned violence against Asian 
people in the United States, 
drawing comparisons between 
the COVID-19 vaccine and 
standing against racism.

“Inoculation against racism 
can be summed up in one word: 
virtue,” Archbishop Cordileone 
said April 10 at the Cathedral of 
St. Mary of the Assumption in 
San Francisco.

The archbishop’s remarks 
were made at a prayer ser-
vice “for an end to violence 
and racism particularly against 
Asians, for healing for our na-
tion, and for the flourishing of 
peace and justice in our land.” 

The event was held amid re-
cent reports of rising violence 
against the Asian community 
in the United States.

The U.S. Census Bureau re-
ports that 36% of people in San 
Francisco County are of Asian 
descent. Archbishop Cordileone 
noted that immigration from 

China has been a constant in 
the city from its beginning, and 
immigration from other Asian 
countries is also common in the 
area. He called it “very disturb-
ing” that “racial violence would 
rear its ugly head here.”

The archbishop cited Pope 
Francis, who described racism 
as “a virus that quickly mutates 
and, instead of disappearing, 
goes into hiding, and lurks in 
waiting.”

Archbishop Cordileone said 
“the virus of racism” is a lot like 
COVID-19. “It never goes away, 
but there are ways to inoculate 
oneself against it, even if one 
has to be always vigilant to pro-
tect oneself from being infect-
ed,” he said.

He noted that a vaccine will 
not kill the virus, but instead 
prevents a person from being 
harmed if exposed to it.

“But what is our inoculation 
against racism?” the archbish-
op questioned. 

He highlighted the early 

Christian communities depict-
ed in the Acts of the Apostles as 
a “good start in answering that 
question.”

“We see here,” said the arch-
bishop, “the qualities that make 
such a peaceful and harmoni-
ous common life possible: each 
one looked out first and fore-
most for the good of the other, 
not what they were going to get 
out of it.”

He challenged the congrega-
tion to live out the Christian 
“mission of mercy.” He conclud-
ed by listing virtues he thought 
best acted as the “inoculation 
against racism” – specifically, 
“generosity, selflessness, trust 
and trustworthiness, humility, 
courage, conviction, forgive-
ness and, of course, mercy it-
self.”

The archbishop encouraged 
San Franciscans to lead by ex-
ample and “make our Golden 
Gate an authentic symbol of 
a city that will let no stranger 
wait outside its door.”
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The Easter season in the Catholic 
Church’s liturgy lasts 50 days, 
ending with the feast of Pentecost.  

Priests and deacons pray daily from 
what is called the breviary, a set of books 
containing hymns, psalms, prayers and 
readings from the Bible and from the 
great figures and councils of church his-
tory.  Combinations of these are divided 
into “hours,”  not because they last that 
long, but because they are prayed in 
monasteries at different times of the day.  

I enjoy the Easter season part of the 
breviary and particularly the first “hour,” 
called “The Office of Readings,” because 
in addition to psalms and prayers, it 
always has a reading from the Old Testa-
ment or New Testament and a reading 
from the great saints of church history.  
During the Easter season, one can see 
how the full understanding of the Pas-
sion, death and resurrection of Jesus 
grew and was taught by St. Peter and St. 
Paul in the first century after Christ, then 
in the second century by the writings of 
St. Polycarp, in the third century by St. 
Irenaeus of Lyon  and in the fourth and 
fifth centuries by St. Augustine of Hippo.

On the Monday after Easter Sunday 
we read from St. Peter’s First Epistle to 
the Christians in Asia Minor, “Praised 
be the God and father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, he who in his great mercy gave 
us new birth, a birth unto hope which 
draws its life from the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, a birth to an 
imperishable inheritance ... which is kept 
in heaven for you … ”  St. Peter warned 
those first Christians that they would 
have to suffer in imitation of Christ but 
the salvation that the prophets in the 
Old Testament had promised would be 
theirs because “it is through him (Jesus) 
that you are believers in God, the God 
who raised him from the dead and gave 
him glory.  Your faith and hope then are 
centered in God.”

It is somewhat odd that St. Paul, who  
wrote so much about the resurrected 
Christ, is used only twice after the Easter 
Vigil in the Office of Readings through 
the Easter season to Pentecost.  In the 
Easter Vigil Mass he tells the Romans, 
“If we have been united with him (Jesus) 
through likeness to his death, so shall we 
be through a like resurrection” (Rom 6:3-
11).  He also seems to be saying that since 
Christ once raised from death will never 
die again, the same destiny will be ours.  

On the next Sunday in the Office of 
Readings, St. Paul’s Letter to the Colos-
sians says, “Since you have been raised 
up in company with Christ, set your 
heart on what pertains to higher realms 
where Christ is seated at God’s right 
hand”  (Col 3:1-7).  The final reading in 
the Office Readings for this season is on 
the day of Pentecost.  There, in the Letter 
to the Romans, St. Paul declares, “If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 

dead dwells in you, then he who raised 
Christ from the dead will bring your 
mortal bodies to life also, through his 
Spirit dwelling in you.”  

 At the Last Supper, Jesus promised 
his disciples that he would always be 
with them.  That would mean sacramen-
tally and spiritually Christ 
will be with us in this life 
and forever through our 
resurrection in the next.

The breviary contains 
many other writings of 
St. Paul about the resur-
rection in its “hours” for 
later in the day.  Perhaps 
the most famous is the 
following from 1Corinthi-
ans 15:14, “If Christ has 
not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and 
your faith is in vain.”  The 
popular Franciscan writer, 
Father Richard Rhor OFM, 
comments on YouTube, 
“But I have really never 
heard a preacher empha-
size the previous verse ... 
where he (Paul) has just 
said, “If there is no resurrection of the 
dead, Christ himself cannot have been 
raised”!  Isn’t that extraordinary?! The 
universal principal comes first and only 
then is it illustrated and ‘guaranteed’ 
in the risen Christ.  He is the universal 
exemplar and promise representing all of 
creation.”  

St. Peter also speaks of a “new heavens 
and a new earth” in his first epistle.  
Resurrection seems to have always been 
an important part of God’s plan for his 
creation.  

The Office of Readings for Feb. 23 
commemorates St. Polycarp, Bishop of 
Smyrna, who was a disciple of St. John 
the Evangelist and died a martyr around 
155 AD.  As he was about to be burned 
at the stake, St.Polycarp prayed, “Lord 
almighty God, father of your beloved and 
blessed son Jesus Christ, I bless you for 
judging me worthy of this day, this hour, 

so that in the company of the martyrs 
I may share the cup of Christ, your 
anointed one, and so rise again to eternal 
life in soul and body, immortal through 
the power of the Holy Spirit.”  

Here we have testimony to the 
resurrection from a second generation 

Christian.  He was taught 
by the best, St. John the 
Evangelist.  Prior to being 
arrested and martyred for 
his faith, St. Polycarp had 
traveled with St. Ignatius 
of Antioch to Rome to urge 
Pope Anicetus to observe 
the common liturgical 
practice in Asia Minor of 
celebrating the feast of 
Easter at the time of the 
Jewish Passover.  Until 
then, the church of Rome 
had no special feast of 
Easter, rather considering 
every Sunday as a celebra-
tion of the resurrection. 
The pope declined to do 
this, not wishing to change 
the practice of his prede-
cessors.  It wasn’t until the 

Council of Nicea in 325 that the Roman 
Church adopted our present practice and 
date for Easter. 

In the third week of Easter, the Office 
of Readings features St. Irenaeus of Lyon, 
France, who died around the beginning 
of the third century.  St. Irenaeus makes 
an argument for the resurrection of 
Jesus and us from what we believe of the 
Eucharist.  “The wisdom of God places 
these things (the bread and wine) at the 
service of man, and when they receive 
God’s word, they become the Eucharist, 
which is the body and blood of Christ.  
In the same way our bodies, which have 
been nourished by the Eucharist, will be 
buried in the earth and will decay, but 
they will rise again at the appointed time, 
for the word of God will raise them up 
to the glory of God the father.  Then the 
father will clothe our mortal nature in 
immortality and freely endow our cor-

ruptible nature with incorruptibility, for 
God’s power is shown most perfectly in 
weakness.”  

If you have helped bury a friend or 
loved one recently, you may remember 
hearing some of those words at the 
graveyard service.

St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo in 
Africa was one of the greatest theolo-
gians of the Catholic Church.  His book, 
“Confessions of St. Augustine,” not only 
became a spiritual classic, but began the 
art of autobiography.

His long writing life spanned the last 
half of the fourth century and continued 
into the fifth.  He died in 430 as the bar-
barians were laying siege to his sea city 
of Hippo.  We read his discourse on The 
Easter Alleluia in the Office of Readings 
for Saturday of the 5th Week of Easter.  

St. Augustine sees the liturgy we have 
been celebrating, with its seasons of 
Lent and Easter, as mirroring the life of 
Christ.  “What we commemorate before 
Easter is what we experience in this life; 
what we celebrate after Easter points to 
something we do not yet possess.  This is 
why we keep the first season with fasting 
and prayer; but now the fast is over and 
we devote the present season to praise.  
Such is the meaning of the Alleluia we 
sing. The Lord’s Passion depicts for us 
our present life of trial – shows how we 
must suffer and be afflicted and finally 
die.  The Lord’s resurrection and glo-
rification show us the life that will be 
given to us in the future. Now therefore, 
brethren, we urge you to praise God. But 
see that you praise God from your whole 
being; in other words, see that you praise 
God not with your lips and voices alone, 
but with your minds, your lives and all 
your actions.”  

So, praise the Lord and sing “Alleluia, 
y’all!” 

FATHER CARVILLE is a retired priest in the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge and writes on 
current topics for The Catholic Com-
mentator. He can be reached at johnny 
carville@gmail.com.

Another 
Perspective

Father John Carville

The season of Easter with the saints

Please pray for the priests, deacons and religious women and men in the Baton Rouge Diocese.

 | Pray for those who Pray for us

Apr. 29 Rev. J. Clifton Hill CSSp
 Dcn. Rudolph W. Stahl
 Br. Carl Evans SC
Apr. 30 Rev. Tat-Thang Hoang CSsR
 Dcn. Michael F. Thompson
 Sr. Norma Nunez SOM
May 1 Rev. Elisesus Ibeh MSP
 Dcn. J. Thomas Traylor
 Br. Harold Harris SC
May 2 Rev. Joshua D. Johnson
 Dcn. John W. Veron
 Sr. Ruth Nwokike SOM
May 3 Rev. Rafael Juantorena
 Dcn. J. Peter Walsh

 Br. Ray Hebert SC
May 4 Rev. Jon C. Koehler
 Dcn. James E. Wax
 Sr. Edna Oraca SOM
May 5 Rev. Leonard Kraus SJ
 Dcn. Milton Webre
 Br. Dwight Kenney SC
May 6 Rev. J. Joel LaBauve
 Dcn. P. Chauvin Wilkinson Jr.
 Sr. Cielo Pesigan DM
May 7 Rev. Kenneth W. Laird
 Dcn. Alfred Adams Sr.
 Br. Clifford King SC
May 8 Rev. Charles R. Landry

 Dcn. Michael A. Agnello
 Sr. My-Dung Pham ICM
May 9 Rev. Keun-Soo Lee
 Dcn. Donald Ard
 Br. David Landry SC
May 10 Rev. C. Todd Lloyd
 Dcn. Frank E. Bains
 Sr. Tuyet Anh Pham ICM
May 11 Rev. Matthew P. Lorrain
 Dcn. Thomas D. Benoit
 Br. James Burns SC
May 12 Rev. Donald MacKinnon CSsR
 Dcn. Mark T. Berard
 Sr. Theresa Pitruzzzello CSJ
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One of our main duties 
as Catholics is to care 
for God’s creation, the 

natural world he made for us. It 
isn’t an optional dictate, or de-
pendent on whether exploiting 
God’s creation creates jobs, tax 
revenues or corporate profits. 
Genesis 2:15 says, “Humans are 
commanded to care for God’s 
creation.”

That’s why we were so dis-
turbed to see Formosa Plastics’ 
local representative Janile 
Parks’ (column “Walking the 
Walk, in Deeds and in Truth,” 
March 12) to make weak eco-
nomic arguments for build-
ing one of the world’s biggest 
petrochemical complexes in St. 
James Civil Parish.

We struggle to live in a com-

munity near the proposed plant 
that’s already suffering from 
destroyed property values and 
poor health from exposure to 
industrial pollution in this cor-
ridor known as Cancer Alley. 
Our community is 90% Black, 
and Formosa Plastics would 
more than double our toxic air 
pollution just to create more 
plastic, or what Parks called 
“basic building blocks found in 
everyday products.”   

Pope Francis has been very 
clear that we must stop exploit-
ing the Earth’s resources just 
to create more products for our 
comfort and convenience. In 
fact, he’s specifically called for 
environmental justice for poor 
communities that have en-
dured pollution and criticized 
our “throwaway” world that’s 
filling up with plastic pollu-
tion – all reasons we cite for 
opposing the Formosa Plastics 
project.   

“St. Francis of Assisi re-
minds us that our common 
home is like a sister with whom 
we share our life and a beauti-
ful mother who opens her arms 
to embrace us,” Pope Francis 
wrote in the opening paragraph 
of his landmark environmen-
tal encyclical “Laudato Si,” 
adding, “This sister now cries 

out to us because of the harm 
we have inflicted on her by our 
irresponsible use and abuse of 
the goods with which God has 
endowed her. We have come to 
see ourselves as her lords and 
masters, entitled to plunder her 
at will. The violence present in 
our hearts, wounded by sin, is 
also reflected in the symptoms 
of sickness evident in the soil, 
in the water, in the air and in 
all forms of life.”

Indeed, the sickness of 
industrial greed and systemic 
racism is in our soil, our water, 
our air and now our bodies.  
Our local friends and family 
members have been dying of 
cancer and respiratory disease.      

When the COVID-19 
pandemic came, we suffered 
and died disproportionately, 
perhaps because of the pollu-
tion we’ve been breathing for 
generations. Our local leaders 
must protect our right to life 
and dignity by preventing any 
further pollution that will cer-
tainly threaten us with death.      

As Catholics, stewardship 
of the Earth cannot be reduced 
to an afterthought: rather, it 
is a requirement of our faith. 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops explicitly lists “Care 
for God’s Creation” as one of 

the seven themes of Catholic 
Social Teaching, the church’s 
official stance on how we are 
to act in regard to our com-
munity. Other principles call 
for protection of vulnerable 
communities like ours: “A basic 
moral test is how our most 
vulnerable members are faring. 
In a society marred by deepen-
ing divisions between rich and 
poor, our tradition recalls the 
story of the last judgment and 
instructs us to put the needs of 
the poor and vulnerable first.” 

That’s not what’s happening 
in St. James Parish or other 
poor communities around the 
world subjected to pollution 
that corporations profit from. 
In fact, the environmental 
racism behind the Formosa 
Plastics project recently led our 
secular brothers and sisters at 
the United Nations Office of the 
High Commissioner on Human 
Rights to oppose this project as 
a human rights violation. 

As Catholics who keep 
the faith, we know our God 
won’t forsake us and let this 
project proceed. We know 
God has little patience for the 
representative of a multina-
tional corporation using a local 
church publication to try to fool 
a community that has toiled 

here since our ancestors were 
enslaved people, some of them 
seemingly buried in the very 
soil where Formosa Plastics 
wants to build its plant.

Local Catholic leaders have 
stood with our group, RISE 
St. James, at the project site 
to signal their support for our 
campaign. Bishop Michael 
G. Duca and Father Vincent 
Dufresne participated in our 
All-Saints Day service at the 
site, blessing our buried dead 
and ailing community. We 
know the Scriptures support 
our cause and we urge all 
Catholics to stand with us in 
the struggle.  

“Come now, you rich, weep 
and wail over your impend-
ing miseries,” reads James 5:1. 
“Your wealth has rotted away, 
your clothes have become 
moth-eaten, your gold and 
silver have corroded, and that 
corrosion will be a testimony 
against you; it will devour your 
flesh like a fire. You have stored 
up treasure for the last days.”

In other words, Formosa 
Plastics, we won’t let you poi-
son our community over plastic 
and profits. 

LAVIGNE is the president of RISE 
St. James.

Whatever energy we don’t transform, we will 
transmit. 

That’s a phrase I first heard from Father 
Richard Rohr, and it names a central 
challenge for all mature adults. Here’s its 
Christian expression. 

Central to our understanding of how 
we are saved by Jesus is a truth ex-
pressed by the phrase: “Jesus is the lamb 
of God who takes away the sins of the 
world.”

 How are we saved through Jesus’ 
suffering? Obviously, that’s a metaphor. 
Jesus is not a sheep, so we need to tease 
out the reality beneath the metaphor. 
What prompted the first generation of 
Christians to use the image of a suffering 
sheep to explain what Jesus did for us, 
and how does Jesus’ suffering take away 
our sins? Was there a debt for sin which 
only God’s own suffering could cancel? 
Was the forgiveness of our sins some kind 
of private, divine transaction between God and Jesus? 

These questions have no easy answer, but this much 
must be said: while some of this is mystery, none of it is 
magic. Admittedly, there’s mystery here, something that 
lies beyond what we can adequately explain by rational 

thought, but there’s no magic here. The deep truths that 
lie somewhat beyond our rational capacities do not ne-
gate our rationality; they only supersede it, analogous to 

the way that Einstein’s theory of relativity 
dwarfs grade school mathematics. 

Thus, allowing for some mystery, what 
can we tease out of the metaphor that pres-
ents Christ as the lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world?  Moreover, 
what’s the challenge for us? 

Here’s the historical background to this 
image. At the time of Jesus, within Juda-
ism, there were a number of atonement 
(reconciliation) ritual practices around 
lambs. Some lambs were slaughtered in the 
temple as offering to God for our sins, and 
some others were employed as “scapegoat” 
lambs. The scapegoat lamb ritual worked 
this way. A community would gather with 
the intention of participating in a ritual to 
ease the tensions that existed among them 
because of their weaknesses and sin. They 

would symbolically invest their tensions, their sins, on 
to the lamb (which was to become their scapegoat) with 
two symbols: a crown of thorns pushed into the lamb’s 
head (making it feel their pain) and a purple drape over 
the lamb’s back (symbolizing its corporate responsibility 

to carry this for them all). They would then chase the 
lamb out of the temple and out of town, banishing it to 
die in the wilderness. The idea was that by investing the 
lamb with their pain and sin and banishing it forever 
from their community, their pain and sin were also 
taken away, banished to die with this lamb.

It is easy to see how they could easily transfer this 
image to Jesus after his death. Looking at the love 
that Jesus showed in his suffering and death, the first 
generation of Christians made this identification. Jesus 
is our scapegoat, our lamb. We laid our pain and sin on 
him and drove him out of our community to die. Our sin 
left with him. 

Except, they did not understand this as some magi-
cal act where God forgave us because Jesus died. No. 
Their sins were not taken away because Jesus somehow 
appeased his father. They were taken away because 
Jesus absorbed and transformed them, akin to the way 
a water purifier takes the dirt, toxins and poisons out of 
the water by absorbing them.

A water purifier works this way. It takes in water 
contaminated with dirt, impurities and poisons, but it 
holds those toxins inside itself and gives out only the 
purified water. So too with Jesus. He took in hatred, 
held it inside, transformed it and gave back only love. 
He took in bitterness and gave back graciousness; curses 

see rolheiser page 19

Caring for God’s creation

Taking tension out of the community

In Exile
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LegaL Notices
Anyone with knowledge of the where-
abouts of Dorothy Irene Miller is asked 
to contact the Diocesan Tribunal at 225-
336-8755.
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In sales employment advertisements, the advertiser must name the product or ser-
vice to be sold. Ads must state how wages will be paid (salary, commissions, etc.) 
if money is mentioned. The ad must also state if there is an investment required.

HeLp WaNted

Enclosed is $9.50 for the first 15 words + 15¢ for each word thereafter + 25¢ per line for each special effect (all caps, centered 
line, bold lettering); for a total of $___________for each issue. Call for charging on your credit card.

Mail to: The Catholic Commentator, P.O. Box 3316, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3316

PHONE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

❑ Announcements ❑ Business Services ❑ Cards of Thanks ❑ For Rent ❑ For Sale ❑ Help Wanted
❑ Positions Wanted ❑ Legal Notices  ❑ Other    

Check Category:

Advertisements will not 

be published without  

full payment in advance. 

Print Your Ad Here

 DATES TO RUN:

St. Ann Church in Morganza is in need 
of a pianist to serve for two Masses.  
Please call 225-694-3781, if interested.
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St. John Interparochial School seeks an 
Assistant Principal to join our leadership team. 

    St. John Interparochial School, a PreK3-12 school in Plaquemine, is 
seeking applications for the full-time position of Assistant Principal. As 
an instructional and spiritual leader in our school community, the 
Assistant Principal works collaboratively with the school’s leadership 
team to advance the mission of the school. 

Please send letter of interest, resume with references, and copies of transcripts to:
Principal, St. John Interparochial School

24250 Regina Street
Plaquemine, LA  70764

cschlatre@stjohnschool.org

    Applicants must meet the following criteria: 
 • Practicing Catholic
 • Master’s degree
 • At least 5 years teaching experience
 • Effective leadership skills

HeLp WaNted HeLp WaNted

BusiNess service

ClassifiedsThe Catholic Commentator
PO Box 3316
Baton Rouge LA 70821-3316

For help placing your classified ad, 
call 225-387-0983. All classified ads are prepaid. 

Credit cards are now accepted.

aNNouNcemeNts

For saLe

While we at The Catholic Com-
mentator do our best to bring re-
liable advertisers to our readers, 
we are not responsible for any 
claims made by any advertiser.

BusiNess service

BusiNess service

BusiNess service

Greenoaks Memorial Park.  Single plot  
for sale located in Promise Garden.  
$3600.  Call 225-926-7110.

Two Cemetery plots in front Resthaven’s 
Crucifix Garden.  $3500 each.  Call 225-
806-3084.

Hillcrest Cemetery Groom Rd Baker LA. 
Six plots in a row.  $1700 each in sets of 
2.  Or all 6 for $1600 each.  Call 225-683-
3518

Single Cemetery plot in Resthaven’s 
Garden of Prayer in Baton Rouge.  $3900.  
Call 225-384-0070.

Greenoaks Memorial.  4 plots in Garden 
of Crucifix $9000; $5000 for 2 plots. Call 
786-271-3476 or 305-761-8675.

HOUSE WASHING
MILDEW REMOVAL

CALL 225-276-8236

BROUSSEAU'S Painting
Interior and exterior painting. Experi-
enced and reliable. Free estimates. Call 
225-241-8488.

Dave’s Bicycle Repair and Sales. Free 
estimate. Expert economical repair on all 
brands. Call 225-924-4337. By appoint-
ment only.

Allan’s Tree Service
Specializes in large and dangerous tree 
removal. Licensed and insured.  Senior 
citizen and law/military discounts.  Allan 
Johnson 225-241-8789.

Mr. D’s Tree Service
3 Licensed Arborists

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Don Decell  owner
225-292-6756

THOMAS LUNDIN, CPA
Accounting and taxes for businesses, 
non-profits and individuals; business, 
computer, financial and management 
services. 30 years experience; profes-
sional, prompt and personal attention. 
Call 225-296-0404.

Custom Face Masks & More
Personalization is my specialty!  

I bring your designs to life
with DIVA flair.  Face masks, t-shirts, 

onesies, drink ware,
home décor, & MORE!

www.etsy.com/shop/divinediva33

CALL TYRONE
“WHEN IT NEEDS FIXING”

LEAKING SINKS, FAUCETS, PIPES
UNCLOG DRAINS AND TOILETS 
REPAIRS OR REPLACE GARBAGE 

DISPOSALS
PLUS OTHER REPAIRS

SUCH AS SMALL ENGINES AND 
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES, ETC.

CALL 225-802-4522 OR 225-346-6246

HOUSEKEEPER AND SITTER
MATURE DEPENDABLE

25 + YEARS EXPERIENCE
HAVE REFERENCES

CALL DEBBIE
225-369-1976

LEBLANC’S TREE & STUMP
REMOVAL, INC.

Prompt service–Free estimates
FULLY INSURED

E. H. “Eddie” LeBlanc
Phone 383-7316

Catholic Financial Insurance Agent
Whole, Term and Final Expense

Call 225-910-0866 or Email:  irvin-
wb59@yahoo.com

BBQ Dinners – Knights of Columbus 
Council 13632 of St. Joseph Cathedral, 
412 North St., Baton Rouge, will host a 
BBQ chicken dinner on Sunday, April 25 
after the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses. 
Dinners are $10 and consists of a half 
chicken, beans, coleslaw and a roll. For 
ticket information, call Billy Rimes at 
225-324-8941.

  
Married Couples Retreat – A 

married couples retreat, “Faith and 
Marriage,” sponsored by Willwoods 
Community, will be held Saturday,  
May 1 – Sunday, May 2 at the Christian 
Life Center at St. Joseph Abbey, 75376 
River Road, St. Benedict. For more in-

formation and to register, visit faithand 
marriage.org.

Discalced Carmelites – The Secu-
lar Order of Discalced Carmelites will 
meet Sunday, May 9, 2 p.m., at the Our 
Lady of Mercy Parish Activity Center 
in the St. Anne Room, 444 Marquette 
Ave., Baton Rouge. For details, call Eth-
lyn White at 225-803-3391 or email 
robertwhite456@att.net.

Pro-Life Mass – St. Agnes Church, 
749 East Blvd., Baton Rouge, will host a 
pro-life Mass Tuesday, May 11, 5:30 p.m. 
For more information, call the St. Agnes 
Church office at 225-383-4127.

Hot-off the Press 
& Delivered to 
You for Only  

$14 per year
TO SUBSCRIBE, CALL 225-387-0983. 
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Special to The Catholic Commentator 

Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady Univer-
sity in Baton Rouge has earned top ranking for 
Best Online RN to BSN Degree Programs by In-
telligent.com.  

The comprehensive research guide is based on 
an assessment of 1,280 accredited colleges and 
universities. Each program is evaluated based on 
curriculum quality, graduation rate, reputation 
and post-graduate employment. 

The 2021 rankings are then calculated through 
a unique scoring system which includes student 
engagement, potential return on investment and 
leading third-party evaluations. The algorithm 
collects and analyzes multiple rankings into one 
score to easily compare each university.   

“We are so proud of our RN-BSN program,” 
stated Francine Thomas, director RN-BSN pro-
gram at FranU. “If you think and achieve as a 
team, success will take care of itself.”  

Intelligent.com analyzed 136 schools, on a scale 
of 0 to 100, with only 66 making it to the final list.  

To access the complete ranking, visit: intelligent.
com/best-rn-to-bsn-online-programs/.

FranU earns  
prestigious 

award 

The Rn to BSN Degree Programs at Franciscan Mis-
sionaries of Our Lady University in Baton Rouge 
recently earned top ranking by Intelligent.com, 
which analyzed 136 schools. File photo 

ANNIVERSARY 
From page 1

curriculum for Catholic 
schools.

A self-guided pilgrimage of 
churches in the diocese named 
in honor of  St. Joseph church-
es is also being planned. 

The virtues of St. Joseph 
will be explored via news-
paper articles and television 
shows. Social media will also 
play an important role as  #St.
JoeTell & Medial Posts/Im-
ages is being developed so 
churches and schools can send 
in their own images of St. Jo-
seph celebrations.

A St. Joseph coloring book 
for kids is being developed 
that will be available on the 
diocesan website at no cost.

Father David also envisions 
parishes inviting priests and 
speakers to give their own 
presentations.

“We want to have the 
framework of what we can do 
realistically and how can we 
do that pragmatically,” he said 
“ I think the schools, parishes 
will be creative in how they 
celebrate the year.”

A liturgical celebration of 
the 60th anniversary of the 
diocese is tentatively planned 
Nov. 8 at St. Joseph Cathedral 
in Baton Rouge. Depending on 
coronavirus protocols at the 
time, Father David is hopeful 
“we will be able to fill the ca-

thedral.
“We are coming out of CO-

VID slowly but we want to be 
as diligent as we can in gather-
ing large numbers of people.”

He is equally as hopeful 
the 10-month celebration will 
provide more of an aware-
ness of St. Joseph’s role in the 
Holy Family and also his role 
in interceding for the local 
church as well as the universal 
church.

Father David believes the 
celebration also takes on a 
deeper meaning, one of opti-
mism and new beginnings af-
ter the myriad of challenges of 
the past year.

“When everybody went 
into COVID lockdown every-
body said we could be out of 
this in a couple of months 
and it’s been taking a while,” 
Father David said. “I think 
for us not only is it a celebra-
tion of our patron saint, not 
only is it a celebration of 60 
years (as a diocese) but hope-
fully it is a celebration that 
shows the church is alive 
and this is the foundation 
of moving forward and what 
the post COVID reality is go-
ing to look like. 

“For us it marks hope and 
expectations for the future.

Pope John XXIII estab-
lished the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge on July 22, 1961. Bishop 
Robert E. Tracy was installed 
as the diocese’s first bishop 
Nov. 8 of that year. 

A Special Section of
The Catholic Commentator

  A keepsake special section is designed to honor graduates from 
the Diocese of Baton Rouge naming each graduate from the 
Catholic high schools and university in the diocese with pictures 
of the valedictorians and salutatorians. 
   This is a great opportunity to say congratulations to the 
graduates and promote your school’s accomplishments, or 
promote your business to these young future leaders and their 
parents.
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and gave back blessings; 
jealousy and gave back af-
firmation; murder and gave 
back forgiveness. Indeed, he 
took in all the things that are 
the source of tension within 
a community (our sins), held 
them within and gave back 
only peace. Thus, he took 
away our sins, not through 
divine magic, but by absorb-
ing them, by eating them, by 
being our scapegoat.

Moreover, what Jesus did, 
as Kierkegaard so wonder-
fully says, is not something 
we should admire; it’s some-
thing we need to imitate. N.T. 
Wright, in his recent book 
“Broken Signposts,” sums 
up the challenge this way: 
“Whether we understand it or 
not – whether we like it or not, 
which most of us don’t and 
won’t – what love has to do 

is not only to face misunder-
standing, hostility, suspicion, 
plotting and finally violence 
and murder, but somehow, 
through that whole horrid 
business, to draw the fire of 
ultimate evil onto itself and 
to exhaust its power. Because 
it is love that takes the worst 
that evil can do and, absorb-
ing it, defeats it.”

Whatever we don’t trans-
form, we will transmit. 

There’s a profound truth 
here regarding how we need 
to help take tension out of 
our families, communities, 
churches and societies.

OBLATE FATHER RON ROLHEISER, 
theologian, teacher and 
award-winning author, is 
president of the Oblate School 
of Theology in San Antonio, 
Texas. He can be contacted 
through his website ronrol-
heiser.com and facebook.
com/ronrolheiser.
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A beautiful mosaic at St. Gerard Majella 
Church in Baton Rouge illustrates the Eas-
ter joy of the risen Lord. Photo by Father Tat Hoang 

He illustrated his point with the Gos-
pel reading of the Second Sunday of Eas-
ter, Divine Mercy Sunday. In St. John’s 
Gospel, when Jesus appeared to the dis-
ciples in the locked room after his resur-
rection, his first words were “Peace be 
with you.”

“People have to turn their thoughts 
from a God of punishment to the God of 
love and forgiveness,” said Father Hoang.

God is also the giver of gratitude, he 
added.

“I have three guiding principals of God 
in my life: God knows me better than my-
self, God loves me better than I love my-
self and God’s plan is bigger than my plan” 
Father Hoang said. “Even through turmoil, 
I believe things happen not only for a rea-
son, but for a good reason.”

This attitude of gratitude is easy to cul-
tivate. Father Hoang noted when people 
enjoy a cup of coffee that the cup and coffee 
are there because workers helped produce 
them and even the water itself  “came from 
somewhere – God.”

“God has given us so much, let us rec-
ognize and rejoice in that,” said Father Ho-
ang.

The resulting fruit of living out the 
Easter joy is the building a community of 

evangelizers, with Father Hoang noting 
the early apostles are the models.

“This is the best time for all Christians, 
especially Catholic Christians, to pay at-
tention to (the readings of) the Acts of the 
Apostles,” he said.

Rather than putting the apostles on 
a pedestal and seeing their way of life as 
unattainable, Father Hoang said, “The 
apostles were human just like us in many 
different ways.”

And the true living of the Gospel mes-
sage is not easy, he emphasized.

“I think evangelization is lived outside 
of your comfort zone,” said Father Hoang.

He added it also takes a lot of prayer.
“I tell people, ‘Without prayer, we be-

come a social worker rather that mission-
ary. But through prayer, you don’t do this 
by yourself but with God,’ ” said Father 
Hoang.

But like the apostles, Catholics are 
commissioned to reach out to others by 
caring about them, sharing the stories of 
their lives with them and daring them to 
change.

“This is the Holy Spirit at work. I be-
lieve we are the people of the resurrec-
tion,” said Father Hoang.

EASTER 
From page 1

 

Spring Cleaning! 
Make Room in Your 

     Garage or Yard by
    Donating That Old Car! 

 
It’s spring time, and we can help with your spring cleaning.  If you have been thinking 
about getting rid of your old car, now would be a great time to donate it to a great charity – 
St. Vincent de Paul.   
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul not only needs car donations, but also boats, motorcycles, campers and 
motor-homes.  Proceeds benefit those served by the Bishop Ott Shelter Program, St. Vincent de Paul 
Dining Room, and our St. Vincent de Paul Community Pharmacy.   
 

This year, our Dining Room will provide over 200,000 meals to the poor, homeless, elderly and disabled, and every 
meal we serve is an answer to someone’s prayer.  Our Bishop Ott Shelter programs are a refuge for thousands of 
men, women, children and families who desperately need a safe place to stay and a chance to start over.  For 
people who can’t afford their critically needed medications, our Community Pharmacy is a lifeline, filling 
prescriptions that will save lives.   
 

Make your car donation online at svdpbr.org or call (225) 383-7837, ext. 204.  Free Towing!!! 
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